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ments  of civil  administration, yet it  will scarcely
be denied that, in order to effect the saving which
is needed, chief reliance must be placed on largely
diminishing  the  present cost  of the  Indian army.
It appears, from the latest official  statement,1 that
the net  cost  of the  Indian  army for  the present
year is  estimated  at 17,375,OOOZ.    A  considerable
portion  of the   cost  of   the  late  Afghan  war  will
have to be borne during the present year;   but as,
at  the   time   when  the   military  expenditure  was
estimated at 17,375,0002,, peace had been restored,
and  no  renewal  of  hostilities  was   anticipated,   it
may be only too certainly concluded that the mili-
tary  expenditure for the present year will greatly
exceed  the  amount  stated.    Even  in  the   time  of
peace the cost of the army has of late years shown
a  tendency  to  increase,  for  in   1877,   when  there
was no war,   Sir John  Strachey  laid special stress
upon the fact that in a single year there had been
an increase of no less than 1,000,0002. in military
expenditure.    It is evident that, if decided measures
are not at once taken, the military expenditure will
soon absorb one half of the  entire net revenue of
India.    It would be difficult for any country,  and
it is impossible for one so poor as India, to bear
such  a  drain  on her resources.     The Government

1 See Budget Speech of Sir John Strachey, Calcutta, March, 1879.